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I, Sara Maddux, President of the West End Citizens Association (WECA), am submitting this written 

testimony on behalf of the WECA on the following critical two points: 

 

1.  Failure to Adhere to Longstanding DC Office of the Attorney General (OAG) Legal 

Advice.  Rather than following longstanding OAG Legal Advice, OANC advised Commissioner-Elect 

John H Dolan, who was filling an SMD-2A-06 Commissioner vacancy in ANC-2A, that he could not be 

sworn in and assume normal Commissioner duties before the vacancy certification was published in the 

DC Register.  This is in direct contravention of a DC Office of the Corporation Counsel legal opinion 

dated May 16, 2001 (attached) which affirmed advice of the DC Corporation Counsel dated July 29, 1996 

and subsequently reaffirmed in the OAG letter of advice dated August 29, 2022.  All of these letters of 

advice are publicly available on OAG's website.  Furthermore, on January 20, 2026, OAG also provided its 

legal opinion that publication in the DC Register is not a prerequisite for the swearing in 

of Commissioner Elect Dolan.  Purportedly OANC was following advice given by the DC Board of 

Elections (BOE) that a vacancy was not legally filled until it was published in the DC Register. 

 

This is important because despite (i) being notified of his fulfillment of the SMD-2A-06 vacancy (there 

were no other candidates or any challenges to his petition) and (ii) having a Councilmember available to 

swear him in, Commissioner Elect Dolan was unable to be sworn in and participate in ANC-2A's January 

21, 2026 Regularly Scheduled Monthly Meeting at which Officers for 2026 were to be, and were, elected 

because of OANC's failure to follow OAG's legal advice precluded his swearing in in time for the 

Meeting.  It could be argued that this failure may invalidate the election of ANC-2A's 2026 Officers and 

any 2026 actions taken by ANC-2A Commissioner votes. 

 

With 15 vacancies on the current BOE ANC Vacancy List 2025-2026, it is imperative that this issue be 

addressed so that this ANC-2A situation is not repeated when these 15 or any future vacancies are filled. 

 

 

2.  In-Person or Hybrid Option for ANC Meetings.  An In-person or Hybrid option for attendance at ANC 

meetings continues to be unavailable in some ANCs, e.g., ANC-2A, to the clear detriment to public 

participation.  Use of virtual-only has resulted in (i) arbitrariness of recognizing raised hands or, once 

recognizing, too often interrupting the public speaker, (ii) unrealistic time limits imposed on members of 
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the public, and (iii) the ANC too often not responding to questions posed by the public orally or by the 

Q/A function.  Furthermore, the continued failure to allow identification of resident participants has 

eliminated citizens’ interaction during and after meetings which is critical for forming citizen coalitions 

on issues of importance within the respective ANCs.  The rationale for this exclusion is difficult to 

understand given that all participants in the virtual DC Aston CAT Meetings are displayed for all to see. 

 

One of the defenses for no In-person or Hybrid option is the availability of meeting space at various DC 

Public Library locations.  The refrain is that limitations on DC Public Library hours of operation has 

resulted in the inability to conduct evening meetings.  Putting aside the issue of the need for 3-4 hour 

ANC meetings, DC Public Library location operating hours are largely driven by budgetary issues which 

are not likely to improve in the coming years.  Therefore, it makes sense for impacted ANCs to look for 

other suitable locations to conduct hybrid meetings.  In ANC-2A, George Washington University makes 

space available for community organizational use (at no charge) and has the ability to have a virtual 

meeting option there as well.  We do not believe this is an outlier situation. 

 

Respectfully submitted by /s/ Sara Maddux, President,  West End Citizens Association 
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